UPA-A Paddle Certification Fees (2026)

This guide summarizes the costs manufacturers can expect when participating in the UPA-A
Paddle Certification Program.

Annual Participation Fee

Each brand participating in the UPA-A Certification Program pays an annual participation
fee.

New Manufacturers (First-Time Applicants)

New brands entering the program for the first time receive a prorated inaugural annual fee
based on when they apply:

Application Period Annual Fee
January — March $10,000
April — June $8,500
July — September $6,000
October — $3,500
December

Existing Participating Brands

e Annual renewal fee: $10,000 per year

Paddle Certification Fees

Each paddle model submitted for certification includes:

e Standard Certification: $3,000 per paddle
o Valid for 24 months
o Standard turnaround: Up to 8 weeks

Optional services:

e Expedited Service (4 weeks): +$2,500 per paddle
e Super Expedited Service (2 weeks): +$7,500 per paddle
e Re-Submission (failed paddle): $2,000 per paddle



Estimated Costs by Number of Paddle
Models

# of Existing New Brand New Brand New Brand New Brand
Paddle Brand Jan-Mar Apr-Jun Jul-Sep Oct-Dec
Models $10,000 $10,000 $8,500 $6,000 $3,500

1 $13,000 $13,000 $11,500 $9,000 $6,500

2 $16,000 $16,000 $14,500 $12,000 $9,500

3 $19,000 $19,000 $17,500 $15,000 $12,500
4 $22,000 $22,000 $20,500 $18,000 $15,500
5 $25,000 $25,000 $23,500 $21,000 $18,500
6 $28,000 $28,000 $26,500 $24,000 $21,500
7 $31,000 $31,000 $29,500 $27,000 $24,500
8 $34,000 $34,000 $32,500 $30,000 $27,500
9 $37,000 $37,000 $35,500 $33,000 $30,500
10 $40,000 $40,000 $38,500 $36,000 $33,500
11 $43,000 $43,000 $41,500 $39,000 $36,500
12 $46,000 $46,000 $44,500 $42,000 $39,500

13 $49,000 $49,000 $47,500 $45,000 $42,500



14

15

$52,000 $52,000 $50,500 $48,000 $45,500

$55,000 $55,000 $53,500 $51,000 $48,500

Additional Notes

Certification pricing is per paddle model, not per cosmetic variation.
Each submission requires five physical paddles for testing. (UPA-A)
Standard certification is valid for 24 months. (UPA-A)

Manufacturers may elect expedited processing on a per-paddle basis.
Failed submissions may be resubmitted for $2,000 per paddle. (UPA-A)


https://upaa.unitedpickleball.com/2026-upa-a-certification-checklist/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upaa.unitedpickleball.com/paddle-testing/2026-upa-a-certification/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://upaa.unitedpickleball.com/paddle-testing/2026-upa-a-certification/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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